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broad range of public advocacy activi-
ties at the State, local or Federal level.
They cannot spend any of what they re-
ceived by way of assistance in dealing
with anybody that has violated these
political advocacy limits, and on and
on and on.

This amendment has nothing to do
with ending welfare for lobbyists, as its
supporters claim. It has everything to
do with shutting down free and open
political discussion in this country.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. HORN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HORN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. OWENS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. OWENS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. SALMON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SALMON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

TRADE DEFICIT WATCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio [Ms. KAPTUR] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, in Wash-
ington, we hear a lot of talk about leg-
islative train wrecks these days. But
has anyone noticed that America is
hitched to a runaway locomotive rac-
ing us toward a record trade deficit
this year?

Today the Jobs and Fair Trade Cau-
cus begins a monthly report to the
American people called the Trade Defi-
cit Watch. Our focus will be on how our
Nation’s trade deficit acts as an under-
tow in our economy, destroying good
jobs, pulling wages down and displacing
investments and industry here at
home. The latest trade deficit figures
released yesterday show that this year
America will record an overall trade
deficit of $164 billion, and just looking
at the merchandise portion of that, we
are talking about over $200 billion
more of goods coming in here from
abroad than we are able to sell in other
markets. Folks, that is a bigger deficit
than the budget deficit we are trying
so hard to reduce.

How will a $164 billion trade deficit
this year affect the American people?
Let us take a look at the historic de-
bate that is about to occur here in Con-
gress on Medicare. How does our his-
toric trade deficit play a role in this
debate? The administration often uses

the ratio of 20,000 jobs equaling every 1
billion dollars’ worth of trade. There-
fore, a $164 billion deficit will put 3
million more good American jobs at
risk, added to the 2 million well-paying
manufacturing jobs that were de-
stroyed since the 1980’s.

Unfair competition with low-wage,
undemocratic countries puts continu-
ing pressure, downward pressure, on
wages in this country, and it is no sur-
prise. Real wages and purchasing power
in America have declined steadily over
the past 20 years. Talk to your rel-
atives, talk to people who work every
day. They know what is happening
with the buying power of their check.

Think about this: With 5 million lost
jobs, that is 5 million paychecks, fewer
paychecks, from which FICA, the por-
tion of your paycheck that pays for
Medicare and Social Security, is not
being collected.

Think about this, too: Trade deficits
have bled our manufacturing base al-
most dry. America is becoming a na-
tion of temporary workers, the fastest
growing segment job market in this
country.

Before, a worker earning a decent
wage at General Motors contributed 33
cents an hour to Medicare and Social
Security through their FICA deduc-
tion. But a temporary worker at Man-
power who typically earns only $5 an
hour contributes one-fourth as much,
about 8 cents an hour, one-fourth as
much as a worker who worked in one of
those good jobs that we have contin-
ually destroyed over the last 15 years
in this country. No wonder the Medi-
care trust fund and Social Security are
in trouble.

We have to keep finding new answers
to try to refinance them. The high-
skilled, high-wage jobs needed to fill
the coffers of these programs are dis-
appearing right before our eyes, and
Washington has been asleep for 15
years at the wheel.

But corporations and their profits
have continued to soar. In fact, Wall
Street is slaphappy at this point be-
cause with low-paid workers, corpora-
tions are required to pay only one-
fourth of what they had been paying
before into trust funds like Medicare.

So, what is the Clinton administra-
tion and the Republican leadership
doing about these trade deficits? Today
the Committee on Ways and Means de-
cided to adopt legislation which will
allow more trade agreements to come
down the pike without the American
people having a say in the matter. This
is called fast-track, and it is a bill that
will force Congress to again consider
trade agreements with no debate and
without the ability to make amend-
ments. In other words, it is a done deal
when it comes to the floor.

We are again ceding our constitu-
tional responsibilities to the trade am-
bassadors.

What, may I ask, are we on a fast
track to? Are we going to continue put-
ting every high-skilled, high-wage job
with benefits in America on fast track

right out of this country? It is happen-
ing in every single trade sector of this
economy.

We have got to stop cashing out
American industries and American jobs
for the sake of a few trade deals that
make a few traders and their share-
holders rich but bankrupt the rest of
America.

Look around the towns that you live
in. How does the Clinton administra-
tion or Speaker GINGRICH expect to bal-
ance the Federal budget or solve the
Medicare problem if real wages for
working Americans are locked in a
race to the bottom because of trade
policies that destroy good jobs and
good wages here at home?

f

TRIBUTE TO A SPECIAL GROUP OF
DEDICATED AMERICANS SERV-
ING IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.

MYRICK). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Utah [Mr.
HANSEN] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HANSEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a special group
of dedicated Americans serving in to-
day’s United States Air Force. This is
the incredible story of a new world
record for around-the-world flight and
more importantly the demonstration of
a truly unique force projection capabil-
ity within the U.S. Air Force.

Two B–1B bombers, from Dyess Air
Force Base in Abilene, TX, completed
the fastest flight around the world on
June 2 and 3 of this year. According to
the National Aeronautical Association,
the flight measured 36 hours, 13 min-
utes and 36 seconds and covered a dis-
tance of 22,814.5 miles. This includes
some 3,000 miles the crews did not plan
on in order to divert around tropical
storms in the Indian Ocean and a hurri-
cane near the Phillipines. The planes
each had 6 in-air refuelings and aver-
aged over 630 m.p.h. to complete this
amazing flight. The two B–1B Lancer’s,
from the 9th Bomb Squadron, were
nicknamed ‘‘Hellion’’, and appro-
priately enough, ‘‘Global Power.’’

While these record flights are amaz-
ing in their own right, the awesome
military power they reflect is even
more impressive. To demonstrate the
ability to project power anywhere in
the world and return non-stop to the
United States, the bombers also
dropped 500-pound, concrete-filled
training bombs on three continents
during the mission dubbed ‘‘Coronet
Bat.’’ Coronet Bat clearly dem-
onstrated the immense capability of
the B–1B and reinforced its position as
a vital component of our conventional
bomber force.

Besides the awesome technical capa-
bility displayed in this historic flight,
it also reflects the ingenuity, dedica-
tion and professionalism of today’s Air
Force. This mission required a genuine
team effort and was designed to exer-
cise the total force capabilities of our
Nation’s military. This type of mission
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